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of our department of taxes and assessments would be much nearer 
than it now is. 

In spite of his omission of a chapter on the finances, Sir James 
Bell has given us a book of great interest and of far-reaching impor- 
tance. Lack of space forbids any extended review in this place of 
the history and organization of Glasgow's municipal authority. It 
may be said, however, that until 1895 the town council acted in 
several distinct capacities — as water commissioners, improvement 
trustees, etc. But the municipal organization has now been consider- 
ably simplified by the concentration of powers and duties in the 
hands of the town council, as such. It should be mentioned, also, 
that the town council, as the old authority of the corporation, is a 
body of general, unenumerated powers. But the tendency in recent 
years has been to limit these powers by statutory grants to the 
council in its various capacities. Our author says: 

In this way the ancient prerogatives of the corporation have, to some 
extent, been limited and abridged ; and certainly, at this day, the greatest 
and most laborious of the municipal duties are discharged, not as by the 
ancient corporation, but as by trustees and commissioners constituted and 
acting under modern Acts of Parliament. 

As is well known to students of municipal government, Glasgow's 
extensive ventures into the field of municipal ownership and opera- 
tion of franchises have been marked with great success. This fact 
is, perhaps, explained by Mr. Bell, when he remarks : 

The qualities which make a good town councillor are simply those which 
belong to the successful business man, — method, precision, accurate judg- 
ment, and prompt decision, — and with these characteristics the elected 
councils have been well endowed. DELOS F. WlLCOX. 

New York Citv. 

L Evolution francaise sous la troisihne rfyublique. Par 
Pierre de Coubertin. Paris, Plon et Nourrit, 1897. — xx, 432 pp. 

The Evolution of France under the Third Republic. By Baron 
Pierre de Coubertin. Translated from the French by Isabel 
F. Hapgood. New York, T. Y. Crowell & Co., 1897. — xiii, 430 pp. 

M. de Coubertin has written a book that was both sadly needed 
and very difficult to write — a political history of France from the 
establishment of the existing republic to the present day. This is not 
exactly what the title of the book leads one to expect. The evolu- 
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tion of a country under a given government consists not so much of 
the history of that government as of the transformations which take 
place in the life of the nation during its existence ; but we shall not 
find fault with M. de Coubertin for not giving us exactly what he 
seemed to promise. No one was further than he from under- 
estimating the difficulties which must be encountered by any writer 
who undertakes to give to the public an exact narrative of contemporary 
events. These difficulties are, indeed, alluded to by him in the very 
first words of his preface : " Any one who undertakes to analyze con- 
temporary history runs the risk of finding that the title of historian is 
deliberately refused to him." And if the mere narrative of events 
that are near us presents obstacles which are at times almost insur- 
mountable, how much more arduous must be the task of him who 
undertakes not merely to relate events, but to state in what respects 
and to what extent, at different moments of a comparatively short 
but exceedingly complex period, the character of a whole nation has 
been modified by events which are very likely not entirely known to 
him I It seems, therefore, that M. de Coubertin's mistake lay much 
more in the selection of his title than in the composition of his book. 

We should not, however, like the reader to suppose that the title 
of the book is altogether a misnomer. The last five of the fourteen 
chapters of the volume unquestionably suggest what was very likely 
the author's original purpose. They are devoted respectively to 
"The Republic and the Church," "Education," "The Nation 
Armed," "Ideas and Habits" and "The Social Question." The 
nine chapters that precede them give us a complete political history 
of France from the date of the establishment of the republic to the 
death of President Carnot ; and it must be said that even in these 
chapters the author seldom fails, when the opportunity arises, to 
call attention to the reciprocal influences of political history and 
national temper. The fact remains, however, that we have here a 
" contemporary history of France," the most complete and the best 
composed that has thus far been published, either in French or in 
English. The only works to be compared with it are the as yet 
unfinished history of the Third Republic by M. ZeVort and, for the 
first three years of the period, the two excellent volumes of M. 
Thdodore Duret. 

One of the chief merits of the book before us lies in the admirable 
division of the subject. This could hardly be improved upon. In 
writing the history of a republic which is now ruled by its sixth presi- 
dent, there was a natural temptation to make of each presidential term 
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a chapter of the book. Instead of such a formal and meaningless 
division of the period, M. de Coubertin discerns a number of periods 
which are marked by special characteristics in the forward march 
of the nation towards the definitive establishment and recognition 
of a truly democratic form of government. The titles of his chapters 
are : " The Early Years of the Republic " (two chapters), " The 
Sixteenth of May," " The Alarm of 1875 and the Congress of Berlin," 
" Tunis and Egypt," "The Jules Ferry Ministry," " Colonial France," 
" The Crisis," " The Triumph of the Republic." 

Another merit of the book is that the author seldom fails to give 
the greatest prominence to the events which were really of the great- 
est importance. There was for him danger of losing himself in a maze 
of details of secondary value. This is generally avoided by putting 
in the footnotes at the bottom of the page a great deal that the reader 
would expect — and perhaps rightly — to find in the text itself: 
such things, for instance, as the composition of the various cabinets, 
the results of elections, and the divisions at the end of discussions 
in the National Assembly of 1871-75, as well as in the Senate and 
the Chamber of Deputies established by the constitution of 1875. 

The temper of M. de Coubertin is strikingly impartial. His views 
are usually those of a not unprogressive moderate republican, who is 
not without some sympathy with socialistic ideas. He is heartily 
in favor of the colonial policy of France, and among her statesmen 
most admires Gambetta and Jules Ferry — the latter perhaps even 
more than the former. It is not quite certain that he does full 
justice to President Thiers. Here, perhaps, we strike one of the few 
faults of this really good book. M. de Coubertin is still a young 
man : he was born, we are told in Dr. Shaw's introduction to the 
American edition, on January 19, 1863. Hence, part of the events 
about which he writes took place when he was still too young to 
take a very deep interest in public affairs, while in the rest he has 
been an active participant, — and this fact is clearly visible in the 
work. The more recent period is treated, if not with more fullness, 
certainly with much greater vividness and even with greater accuracy 
than the rest. Thus, the most serious misstatement I have found in 
the book relates to one of the events of the year 187 1. M. de 
Coubertin states (p. 24) that "on August 31, 187 1, on M. Rivet's 
motion, M. Thiers had received for three years the title of President 
of the Republic." The facts are that the Assembly refused to grant 
M. Thiers a three-year term and merely decided that he should 
hold office as long as the Assembly itself. The reason for the change 
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thus introduced in M. Rivet's original bill was that the Assembly 
was entirely unwilling to have President Thiers preside over the elec- 
tions which would follow its own disappearance. It also feared that 
if M. Thiers were granted a fixed term of office, he might join the 
"campagne dissolutionniste" of Gambetta and others. Another, but 
a comparatively unimportant, mistake in another part of the book 
relates to the gift of Chantilly to France by the Due d'Aumale, 
which M. de Coubertin states to have taken place just when that 
prince was sent into exile by President GreVy. In fact, the gift 
was not made until much later, and there was no connection between 
the two events. 

Of the translation one is tempted to remark, the less said, the 
better ; but when work which ought to have been done seriously is 
so wretchedly " botched " as in this case, words of much stronger 
condemnation, and even full exposure, are decidedly needed. 
Every one who is desirous of reading M. de Coubertin's book 
ought to read it in the original French, of which the so-called 
English edition is only a travesty. Every page of the transla- 
tion contains sentences which are either incorrectly rendered or 
written in unintelligible English. In places the inaccuracies in 
translation go so far as to state the very reverse of what is meant 
by the French text For example, the vote on the famous Wallon 
amendment, which made the constitution of 1875 a Republican con- 
stitution and which was adopted " a une voix de majoriti" is reported 
thus : " [the amendment] was adopted, by the vote of the majority " 

(P- 45)- 

As a specimen of the translator's English, it is perhaps sufficient 
to quote the following : " But he [Jules Ferry] did not comprehend 
any state of things between France and Germany but peace or war " 
(p. 160). 

As a rule, the translator has everywhere used the English word 
which looks most like the French word to be translated: thus, 
grandeur is everywhere translated by grandeur, never by greatness, 
and we are told of this or that man's " grandeur of soul." Of the 
political vocabulary, either French or English, she is totally ignorant : 
thus, suffrage a deux degris becomes " suffrage in two degrees "; les 
sinateurs a temps, or elected for a term, become "senators with 
temporary warrants " ; nolle pros becomes mandates of non-prosecu- 
tion. She does not know the difference between Dipartements and 
Arrondissements, or, in fact, any of the details with which the trans- 
lator of such a book ought to have been acquainted. 
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Inaccuracies in names are also frequent. For instance, M. Magne, 
the great financier, becomes M. Magnac (p. 37) ; while Admiral de 
Montagnac becomes Admiral Montaigne (p. 46). 

The Nation has already called attention to the surprising render- 
ing of Ralliks by Mugwumps ; but what shall we say of a translator 
who renders une conception un peu sceptiquc du monde by a "non- 
sceptical (!) conception of the world " (p. 222), and of an editor who 
speaks of Bossuet's Discourse on Natural History ? 

Miss Hapgood's performance is preceded by an introduction which 
bears the signature of Dr. Albert Shaw, and which speaks of " her 
well-known fidelity and skill! " Adolphe Cohn. 

Columbia University. 

Domesday Book and Beyond: Three Essays in the Early History 
of England. By Frederic William Maitland, LL.D. Cam- 
bridge, The University Press, 1897. — xiii, 527 pp. 

Under this modest title Professor Maitland has put forth a masterly 
treatise which illumines many important phases of English constitu- 
tional history in the Anglo-Saxon and Norman periods. His book is 
a remarkable combination of minute scholarly research and broad 
generalization concerning some of the most fundamental questions of 
early English history, and his views are presented in a lucid, attract- 
ive style which we are not accustomed to find in learned historical 
monographs. Most disquisitions on the hide and the plough-land, 
the bordarii and the radmanni, of " Domesday Book " are dreary read- 
ing ; but Professor Maitland holds our attention in all his " meander- 
ings " through the mazes of the great survey. 

There is a deftly woven thread of thought running through his 
three essays, and this thread has an anti-Seebohm hue; it is the first 
elaborate effort that has been made to controvert Seebohm's brilliant 
deductions. The " Germanists," or adherents of the older theory of 
manorial development, have long awaited a work of this sort. They 
were thankful for what Allen, Earle, Andrews and Vinogradoff had 
achieved, but that was not sufficient : the arguments of Seebohm and 
Fustel de Coulanges were not yet adequately refuted. While Pro- 
fessor Maitland aims to controvert Seebohm's conclusions, his tone 
is not polemical ; he has a happy faculty of striking heavy blows 
with a gloved hand. He strikes blows, moreover, not merely at the 
" Romanists," but also at the apostles of the older school. His 
work is, indeed, thoroughly original : he does not move along any 
well-trodden path. 



